Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 15th September 2010, at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.

Present:
Councillors: 
 Elected Chair I Thomas (Chair and Vice Chair were both unable to make the meeting), A Simpson, J Thomas, A Jenns and C Ayasamy
Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors M Moss, B Moss, A Lewis, H Phillips, K Carr and J Whitby
714
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association and the minute regarding the Hurley Allotment Association and took no part in the vote.

· Councillor J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

715
Public Questions 

There were no public questions raised.

716
Minutes to be Approved
It was proposed by Cllr C Ayasamy and seconded by Cllr J Thomas and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 21st July 2010 are approved as a true record.  

717
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (683)
A report will be compiled over the summer detailing summer use, the response of schools to the new prices, ideas for alternative uses that may enable greater income generation and an updated financial forecast taking into account a full years programme.  No further details were available about the next meeting.
718
Steps and footway into the Water Park (684)
County Highways have now carried out remedial works.  They installed a new drain and repaired the surface, levelled the top flight of steps and installed a new hand rail along the section of path from the top of the steps.  The site has been visited after heavy rain and the water was no longer running along the path and cascading down the steps.  It will continue to be monitored and the new handrail that was originally planned for the top flight of steps will be fitted in the near future.
The Water Park will be contacted by WCC to see if they could do some maintenance work to clear the steps and overgrown vegetation.

719
Proposed New Play Equipment-Recreation Ground, K’bury (685)

Modified plans had been requested by WREN as they felt the original ones did not fully comply with their guidelines.   The original company we used for the play area plans have been asked to modify their plans and also a new company, now used by NWBC, have also been asked to submit plans.

The two companies presented their plans to Councillors at a meeting held in August as we needed to resubmit them to WREN as soon as possible, so the project could proceed.  Both were very good but after a lengthy discussion and vote the original company was chosen as the favourite.  The Clerk would check with the Play England representative if the plans would satisfy the WREN guidelines and then they would be sent off for approval.
720
Piccadilly Play Area – gap by the ‘kissing gate’ (686) 

NWBC are still waiting for another job to be completed and they will hopefully have some fencing left that they can use to repair the gap at Piccadilly.  
721
Concerns regarding flooding and West Midlands Water Ski Centre (688)  

Concerns regarding the threat of flooding to properties in parts of Fazeley, Bodymoor Heath and within Kingsbury Water Park from the large earth bunds that surround the West Midlands Water Ski Centre are being looked into by the Environment Agency.  An update has been requested in time for the September meeting but no further information has been received.  To be followed up.
722
Traffic problems EMR (689)

The Clerk has written to EMR Head Office regarding the queues of vehicles causing traffic problems on Trinity Road.  They have employed banksmen to bring the traffic onto site to ensure that vehicles do not queue and have assured us that they are fully trained for this and EMR are committed to continue to improve the situation.
This was brought to the attention of the Police at the Area Forum and their advice was for anyone witnessing or being stuck in the traffic to take photos on their phones, call the police station and report it and get vehicle registration numbers, times and dates so that the problem can be recorded. 

This advice should also be used if you witness any lorries getting stuck under the Piccadilly bridge.

723
Quality Parish Status (690)

The 1st newsletter is being worked on and will be issued in the next few weeks to coincide with the proposed work on the play area at Kingsbury recreation ground.  
The other criteria for QPS will be worked through as an ongoing process.

724
Marking of road and speed humps in Wood End and Hurley (691)

WCC have said that they will follow up any roads that have not been done.  The Clerk has contacted WCC again to check on which roads are still outstanding and is awaiting a response.

725
Wooden Bus Shelter, Kingsbury (692)
Cllr C Ayasamy reported further damage to the bus shelter and this would be assessed and the item put on the agenda for next months meeting.  It has already been agreed to spend up to £100.00 for the repair/preservation of the wooden bus shelter but this now will need to be discussed further.  
726
Councillors Parish Matters Raised April (694)

The following responses were received from the relevant authorities:

· Is there any news on the lights that are needed for Piccadilly? – The light is now in place and working.
· Could any further HGV weight limit signs be put in Whateley? – Following a site visit by Cllr B Moss, residents and WCC, further information is awaited on any options to deter the ongoing problems in Whateley.
727
Councillors Parish Matters raised May (697)
The following responses were received from the relevant authorities:-

· Dog bin for Piccadilly –NWBC have already said a dog bin is needed in the area but at the present time there are no funds to purchase any.

· Slat missing on bench opposite K’bury School – The bench is now repaired. 
728
Councillors Parish Matters raised June (700)
· Do DSV/TNT provide any facilities for their drivers as lorries parking up overnight along Kingsbury Link are leaving debris on grass bank – DSV and TNT do provide facilities for their drivers.  DSV asked for more information on the trucks parking up so that they could investigate if they were connected with DSV.  Any further problems will be passed onto DSV to look into.
729
Planning Applications

There were no planning applications received this month that required any comments or responses from the Parish Council.

730
Request to cut back trees and bushes, recreation ground Kingsbury(703)
A request from the Police to cut back bushes/trees to enable CCTV cameras to have a clearer view of the recreation ground has been received.  The work was not possible for the police to carry out, therefore WCC have been requested to carry out the work as agreed in the previous minutes.
731
Exercise Watermark and Kingsbury Emergency Parish Plan(705)
In March next year there will be a national flood exercise taking place across the whole country and WCC are asking if Parish Councils want to be involved.  
The Clerk has copies for all Councillors of the updated Kingsbury Emergency Plan and these will need to be kept by Councillors for their personal use only.
More information will be available at the next meeting.

732
Range Way problems (706)
Anti-social behaviour has been reported to police and the Parish Council in Range Way.  Possible solutions are being looked into and more information is awaited.
733
Councillors Parish Matters raised July 2010 (707)
The following responses have been received from the relevant authorities:

· Large pot hole and rough tarmac by 113 Tamworth Road, Wood End – Defects have been issued for patching the carriageway.
· Wood Street, tree roots are cracking the pavement – The footway will be done shortly.
· Grass bank, Coventry Road needs mowing and tree branch down – This request has been sent to NWBC. 
734
Skip needed for Piccadilly clear up (708)
PCSO Beale asked if the parish council could help to fund a skip for a clean up operation in Piccadilly.  Although agreed a skip was made available on the day without cost to the parish council.

735
Standing Orders (709)
The Council’s standing orders will be checked/updated at the October meeting due to the required number of Councillors not being able to attend the September meeting.
Councillors are asked to bring their copies with them to the meeting.
736
Grounds Maintenance contract

NWBC provided the grounds maintenance costs for 2010-2011.  These were agreed but the day of the week that litter picks were done on the recreation ground in Kingsbury would be checked.
737
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following items of correspondence at the meeting.  If any further information is required please contact the Clerk (details on the website):-
· HS2 revised proposed route – High Speed Rail link.  Visit website www.warwickshire.gov.uk/hs2 

· Local Council’s Update newsletter

· Contact details for Dan Byles MP for North Warwickshire and Bedworth – see website or Tel: 02476315233.  More detailed information on local venue dates to be requested.
· LCR Autumn Issue

· News Release NWBC – Improved kerbside recycling service to include plastic and cardboard – details on website

· Clerks and Councils direct September issue

· Mayor’s Charity dinner 30th October

· ‘No need for Nuclear’ House of Commons Early Day Motion No 557 campaign newsletter

· Charity Returns for Hurley Village Hall and Recreation Ground, Kingsbury have been completed and sent online to the Charity Commission

· Warwickshire Local History Society information and journal

· WCC 2010/2011 Winter Gritting Service Review

· Volunteer Centre newsletter

· Society of Local Council Clerks CPD training courses

· WCC confirmation of modification order K’bury & Nether Whitacre Path T34x
· Warks CAVA State of the Sector Survey

· NWBC Licensing Act 2003 – Review of the Council’s Licensing Policy.  Draft policy available on NWBC’s website

· WALC newsletter, report and Annual General Meeting details

· WCAVA Voluntary Action North Forum 4/11/10

· WCC Bodymoor Heath Road – proposed prohibition of waiting (extended yellow lines at entrance to Water Park)  No objections to this.
· Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge.  Two events taking place in 2012 to protect playing fields in communities

· WCC Concessionary Travel Consultation

· WALC Newsletter – copied to all Cllrs
738
Request for funding towards Piccadilly Annual Bonfire & Fireworks

Unfortunately this item will be carried forward to the next meeting.  The required number of Councillors were not present to take a vote on this.  
739
Hurley Allotment Association

Hurley Allotment Association has asked if we could help with their project to provide allotments for local people.  There are 30 people already interested and on the waiting list.  The next step to move the project on is a survey from the water board costing approximately £150.00.  This was discussed and proposed by Cllr I Thomas and seconded by Cllr A Jenns and agreed:
RESOLVED: That a donation of £100.00 would be given to this local project.

740
Litter Bin for Tamworth Road 

The local Police PCSO has asked if it would be possible to have a litter bin on Tamworth Road, Kingsbury opposite the co-op by the bus stop.  The Borough Council would normally provide litter bins but there is no budget for any at the present time.  The Clerk will look into costs if the parish council were to purchas one and ask if the Borough Council would be prepared to empty it.  This will be put on the agenda for the October meeting.
741
Councillors Parish Matters raised September 2010 

The following items were reported to the relevant authorities:

· Tree branch loose by the rifle range, Kingsbury – Cllr A Simpson
· Concerns that more information is needed for rural areas re review on Public Transport in WALC newsletter – Cllr J Thomas

· Concerns re the stile into field at the bottom of Mill Crescent – Cllr A Jenns

· Follow up report regarding state of path Bodymoor Heath – Cllr J Thomas
742
Next Meeting
This will be Monday, 18th October 2010. at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.  Date changed due to emergency Borough Council meeting on our plannned meeting date.
743
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor A Jenns and seconded by Councillor C Ayasamy: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Hire of Hurley Village Hall






£15.00

Clement Keys- External Audit costs





£470.00

Administration Costs September





£818.31
HM Revenue and Customs






£947.14

Hire of Piccadilly Community Centre




£16.00

Hurley Allotment Association (Min 739 Sept 2010)



£100.00

WCC Lifeguard costs for pool sessions 




£371.24
Bank Balances





     30th September 2010
Current A/c








  £738.27
Reserve A/c








£38.681.38

Capital Reserve A/c







£10.116.09
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
