Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Monday, 18th October 2010, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.

Present:
Councillors: 
 Chair B Moss, A Simpson, C Ayasamy, M Moss, A Lewis, H Phillips, and J Whitby

Clerk:
S Humphries

Members of the public: Four

Apologies:
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors A Jenns and K Carr. 

744
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, M Moss, H Phillips and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillors A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Warwickshire CAVA Local Management Committee.

· Councillors A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

745
Public Questions 

There were no public questions raised.

746
Minutes to be Approved
It was proposed by Cllr C Ayasamy and seconded by Cllr A Simpson and agreed:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 15th September 2010 are approved as a true record.  

747
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (717)
Although there has not been a date set yet for the next meeting there has been a lot of work going on by the pool staff and WCC to establish an updated financial forecast taking into account a full years programme with the price increases that have been brought in.  A full report will be provided at the next pool meeting but the figures for the sessions are very encouraging so far.
748
Steps and footway into the Water Park (718)
County Highways have now carried out remedial works.  The new handrail that was originally planned for the top flight of steps will be fitted in the near future.

The Water Park will be contacted by WCC to see if they could do some maintenance work to clear the steps and overgrown vegetation.  This will be checked to see if the work has been completed.
749
Proposed New Play Equipment-Recreation Ground, K’bury (719)

The plans for the playground have now been passed by WREN and the equipment has been ordered which can take four weeks plus.  A site inspection will be arranged with HAGs to agree the exact location of the equipment prior to installation.  Depending on the weather the estimated time for the work is only three weeks, so we are hopeful that it will be completed before Christmas.  More details of the work start date and an opening event will be circulated when known.
750
Piccadilly Play Area – gap by the ‘kissing gate’ (720) 

NWBC are still waiting for another job to be completed and they will hopefully have some fencing left that they can use to repair the gap at Piccadilly.  

751
Concerns regarding flooding and West Midlands Water Ski Centre (721)  

Concerns regarding the threat of flooding to properties in parts of Fazeley, Bodymoor Heath and within Kingsbury Water Park from the large earth bunds that surround the West Midlands Water Ski Centre are being looked into by the Environment Agency.  

The latest response from the Environment Agency is:- that a number of staff are actively moving this forward.  There are still a number of issues in relation to this matter being discussed and we will be updated when they are in a position to legally do so.
752
Quality Parish Status (723)

The 1st newsletter is being worked on and will be issued to all residents over the next few weeks to coincide with the proposed work on the play area at Kingsbury recreation ground.  We are currently awaiting a start date.  

A draft outline for the newsletter was shown to Councillors and content was discussed.  Although it is acceptable to have advertisements in the newsletters it was decided that for now we would use the limited space for parish news and information. 
Costs for copying and distribution will be discussed at the next meeting.  

The other criteria for QPS will be worked through as an ongoing process.

753
Marking of road and speed humps in Wood End and Hurley (724)

Most roads have now been marked up for renewal or completed.  The Clerk will liaise with WCC.  

754
Wooden Bus Shelter, Kingsbury (725)
Cllr B Moss has received no further communication re any repairs and it was decided to leave this for the time being.  It will be looked at again if the damage becomes a safety issue.

755
Continuing Problems with  HGV vehicles through Whateley (726)

Following a site visit with Cllr B Moss, residents and WCC further information has now been received on a proposed new sign to deter HGVs from getting to the narrow roads in Whateley.  The parish council have been asked if they could fund this as WCC and the County Councillor have no funding at present.  Councillors and residents present were shown a drawing of the proposed sign which shows a road narrows sign above a lorry crossed through saying not suitable for HGVs.  This is to be positioned in Rush Lane.  The cost would be between £800 and £1000.  This was discussed fully and proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor M Moss and agreed by all that:
RESOLVED: Kingsbury Parish Council would pay for the new sign for Rush Lane, Whateley at a cost of between £800.00 and £1000.00.
756
Planning Applications

There were no planning applications received this month that required any comments or responses from the Parish Council.

757
Request to cut back trees and bushes, recreation ground Kingsbury(730)
The proposed work to cut back bushes/trees to enable CCTV cameras to have a clearer view of the recreation ground has now been completed.  

758
Exercise Watermark and Kingsbury Emergency Parish Plan(731)
In March next year there will be a national flood exercise taking place across the whole country and WCC are asking if Parish Councils want to be involved.  More information was gained from WCC by the Clerk and a leaflet stating what levels of involvement were available.
This was discussed and decided that as Kingsbury was not a major flood area and if there was a serious emergency such as an incident with the oil depots then the main emergency services would deal with.  The options given for participation were not felt to be beneficial for us to get involved on this occasion. 

759
Range Way problems (732)
Anti-social behaviour has been reported to police and the Parish Council in Range Way.  The  Police are looking into the problems and a police clean up operation has been put into action to clean up graffiti in the area.
760
Grass Bank, Coventry Rd (733)

Councillor B Moss has asked if the Grass bank, Coventry Road could be mowed again before the bulbs start to grow.  The Clerk will find out if this is still possible at this time of year. 
761
Standing Orders (735)

The Standing orders were discussed but any decisions could not be made as there needs to be two thirds of Councillors in attendance to make any changes.  The Council’s standing orders will now be reviewed at the November meeting.  It was discussed that a new standing order should perhaps be added to clarify the spending of small sums of money.
Councillors are asked to bring their copies with them to the meeting.
762
Grounds Maintenance contract Litter picks (736)
NWBC have confirmed that the day of the week that litter picks are carried out on the recreation ground in Kingsbury are Wednesdays as this fits in with their play area schedule.

763
Contact details-Dan Byles MP North Warwickshire & Bedworth (737)– Contact details have been circulated and are on the parish website but more detailed information on local venue dates are awaited.
764
Request for funding-Piccadilly Annual Bonfire & Fireworks (738)
The request for help with the funding for the annual bonfire and fireworks display was carried over from the last meeting.  It was discussed and proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed by all present to give the sum of £450.00: 

RESOLVED:- That a cheque would be raised for £450.00 to pay towards the Annual Bonfire and Fireworks Display in Piccadilly.  
765
Hurley Allotment Association (739)

Hurley Allotment Association has0. thanked us for helping them with their project to provide allotments for local people.

766
Litter Bin for Tamworth Road (740) 

The local Police PCSO has asked if it would be possible to have a litter bin on Tamworth Road, Kingsbury by the bus stop opposite the co-op due to increased litter problems.  The Borough Council would normally provide litter bins but they have no budget for any at the present time.  The Clerk has contacted NWBC and they have agreed to take over the maintenance and emptying of a bin if the parish could purchase it, but the bin would need to be in keeping with others in the area.  Also County Highways have stated that they have no objections to this.  The cost for the bin and installation would be £650.00.  This was discussed and proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor H Phillips and agreed by all:
RESOLVED: that the Clerk liaise with NWBC and purchase a litter bin for Tamworth Road, Kingsbury at a cost of £650.00.
767
Councillors Parish Matters raised September 2010 (741)
The following responses were received from the relevant authorities:

· Tree branch loose by the rifle range, Kingsbury – This has been removed and the area will be monitored.
· Concerns that more information is needed for rural areas re review on Public Transport in WALC newsletter – Awaiting further information.
· Concerns re the stile into field at the bottom of Mill Crescent – This has been logged as Footpath T55 issue number 01072.
· Follow up report regarding state of path Bodymoor Heath – Awaiting further information.
768
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following items of correspondence at the meeting.  If any further information is required please contact the Clerk (details on the website):-
· WRCC Country Matters – Summer 2010

· WALC Training courses for Councillors and Clerks

· NWBC Play Development in your community 17/11/10 6-8pm in the council offices
· NWBC Mayors Civic Service Sunday 21st November 2010 at Trinity Church, Hartshill
· Bank account changes to be brought in by November
· NWBC Parish and Town Council Planning Training Sessions on 3rd and 18th November
· University of the third age coming to Coleshill

· Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge.  This has been addressed by NWBC
· WALC newsletter – copied to all Councillors

· NWBC Annual Meeting with Borough and Parish Councils 1/12/10 7pm

· Emergency closure of Boulters Lane from 19th – 23rd October due to a gravity sewer repair.
769
Councillors Parish Matters raised October 2010 

The following items were reported to the relevant authorities:

· Four Street lights out or damaged in Wood End and one in Hurley Common – Cllr A Lewis and Cllr A Simpson
· Request for a pelican crossing on Coventry Road by Mill Crescent, Kingsbury – Cllr B Moss

· Tanker seen driving through village in breach of the routeing agreement – Cllr B Moss

· When will the grit bins be filled up? – Cllr A Lewis

The following items are for information only.  

· The breast screening unit will now be moved to Atherstone and not Kingsbury due to operational problems.  Cllr C Ayasamy
· Reports have been received from residents that the new recycling system seems to be good and efficient.  Cllr C Ayasamy.
770
Next Meeting
This will be Wednesday, 17th November 2010. at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.  
771
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor C Ayasamy: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Hire of Wood End Village Hall





£14.00

Administration Costs October






£703.41
WCC Tree and bush cutting back – see Minute 757 



£276.12
Piccadilly Community Association-Fireworks contribution


£450.00

Open Spaces Society subscriptions





£40.00

Bank Balances






31st October 2010
Current A/c








  £1,890.50
Reserve A/c








£37.681.38

Capital Reserve A/c







£10.116.09
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
