Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 2nd December 2009, at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.

Present:
Councillors: 
M Moss (Chair), J Whitby, B Moss, C Ayasamy, A Jenns, A Lewis, I Thomas and J Thomas 
Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors K Giles and H Phillips 
506
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, M Moss and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillors J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

507
Public Questions 

A concerned resident from Bodymoor Heath has written to ask for the Parish Councils help and support with regard to the threat of flooding to properties in parts of Fazeley, Bodymoor Heath and within Kingsbury Water Park from the large earth bunds that surround the West Midlands Water Ski Centre.
This matter was discussed at length and it was agreed to arrange a meeting with the resident, County Councillor B Moss and Bodymoor Heath Parish Councillor J Thomas to decide on the action to take.

508
Minutes to be Approved
It was proposed by Cllr B Moss and seconded by Cllr I Thomas and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 21st October, 2009 are approved as a true record.  

509
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (487)
The future of the Swimming pool was discussed at the Area Committee meeting on 25th November 2009.  Prior to the meeting a lot of work was done by the Parish Council to inform the local community of the threat of closure.  This included hand delivering leaflets to parishioners explaining the situation and asking for support by e-mailing the members of the Area Committee or completing forms that were left all around the parish.  MP Mike O’Brien and the Head at Kingsbury School were also involved in getting the situation into the public domain.  

The response was excellent and thank you to everyone who wrote, e-mailed or attended the meeting.  The people that spoke at the meeting and all the e-mails and written forms left the committee members in no doubt that the pool was a well used resource that should not be closed.  The Area Committee members voted unanimously to recommend to the Cabinet meeting on 17th December to keep the pool open for another year to give time for a steering group to be set up to look into funding options.  

The parish website www.kingsburyparishcouncil.co.uk will be updated when any further information is available.
510
Steps and footway into the Water Park (488)
WCC have raised the order for the work and told the contractor to carry the work out as soon as possible.  Staff health issues have delayed the work  The Clerk will follow this up and find out the date for the work to be completed.

511
Secure Stop Gates for Hurley and Kingsbury (489)
It has been agreed to install ‘Secure stop kissing gates’ at the two points where they leave Meadow Road and Hawthorn Avenue, Hurley so as to prevent access by motorcyclists and those using quads and also in Range Way, Kingsbury leading to the Linear Park.  The order has now been placed and should be fitted in December.
512
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (490)

NWBC have allocated £10,000 for each area forum towards projects that help to deliver the priorities set out in the Green Space Strategy.  We have applied to this fund and put in a bid for this money to help with securing further funding for the play area.  A decision is not due until early February.  Main sources of funding for the project will be looked into.

513
Piccadilly Play Area (491) 

The gap by the ‘kissing gate’ left by the contractors when fitting Piccadilly play area needs blocking off.  This is to be looked into by NWBC.  

514
Community Speed Watch (493)

The Community Speed Watch scheme provides an innovative solution to enable local communities to actively take control of their problem speeding areas in partnership with the Borough Council and the Police.  We are currently in the process of collecting data on Sycamore Road, Kingsbury to see if we meet the criteria for the scheme to get underway.  

515
New Bench for Piccadilly (495)

NWBC are able to take delivery and fit the bench for us.  This has now been ordered and hopefully will be delivered in December.
516
Path by bridge into Water Park is washing away (497)

The path was last repaired in April 2009 and WCC feel that at present it is of a suitable standard for a public footpath in a rural setting.  If a higher standard of surface is required then it would be the Country Parks section that would have to finance and organise the work.  
517
Wooden Bus Shelter, Kingsbury (498

Concerns have been reported regarding the condition of the Wooden Bus Shelter, Tamworth Road.  It has been previously looked at by NWBC and is not considered to be unstable or unsafe, however, there are repairs needed to the roof space.  This will be discussed at the January meeting when the next year’s budget and precept are decided on. 
518
Councillors Parish Matters Raised September (499)

The following responses have been received from the relevant authorities:-

· Edge Hill, Lamp 28 has no cover and lamp 29 is on all day because the trees need cutting back – Part of the trees have been cut back but the hedges also need trimming.  
· Path T68, bushes are overhanging by stile – WCC are investigating the matter and no response was received in time for the meeting.

· Near Dexter Court there is a loose cast iron lid – This has been checked by highways and all stop taps are on site, but it is maintained by NWBC Housing Dept and will be reported to them as it is still a problem.

· Dead tree Wood Street, request for replacement – WCC do not think they will be able to replant this season but will arrange for a tree to be planted.

518
Councillors Parish Matters Raised September continued (499)

· Weeds are coming through the footpath at the top of Wood Street – This is to be looked into.

· Stile and sign removed from Boulters Lane ref AE67 and AE68 – This has been reported to WCC but no reply has been received yet.

· Car Park barrier is closed and football players are changing on the side of the road.  Kingsbury football club are requesting changing facilities  – NWBC are looking into changing facilities in Kingsbury over the next few months.  Councillors are concerned that emergency vehicles would not be able to get through if needed.   More information will be requested from NWBC regarding keys for the car park.

· DSV lorries still using Whateley lanes – The Clerk to write to DSV regarding this ongoing problem.

519
Playground inspection report (501)
One of the swings has been removed on the Church Road recreation ground because of a faulty bearing.  We have asked NWBC for a cost to repair this.

520
Councillors Parish Matters Raised October  (502)
The following were reported to the relevant authorities:-

· Kingsbury School floodlights are on all night – The caretaker will look into costs to link all the school lights to one main control to assist him when the alarm goes off, but the lights being on is a deterrent to burglars.
· Large van parking opposite Kingsbury Chip shop blocking the pavement – The police are looking into this.
· Students throwing litter after school in Kingsbury – This is difficult to monitor but the school are aware of this. 
· Speed aware signs on Tamworth Road/Coventry Road not working – These have been reported to WCC who then action the contractors to repair them.
· Could we enquire about a pelican crossing for Wood End – WCC have been sent the location as requested and we now have to wait for them to look into this.
· Light in Dexter Lane on continuously – Reported to WCC to be repaired
· Street lights needed for Piccadilly – This is still on the improvement list but funding is a problem.  WCC suggested speaking to County Cllr B Moss to see if he knows of any money available next financial year for such works.
· Village sign Piccadilly gone – This has now been replaced
· Sign covered by undergrowth, Kingsbury Link – This has been reported
· Soil/rubbish has been tipped in the drain opposite Wood End School – This has also been reported.
521
Community Project (503)
PCSO P Beale and Kingsbury School have organised a project to involve the school children helping in the community by painting the Wood End, bus shelter and planting some pots at either end of Kingsbury village.  
On the first of the community days some pots were planted up and placed by Jubilee Court and on the school site as it has not yet been cleared with County Highways to place them on the grass verges.  Also a litter pick in the village was carried out.  

The painting of the bus shelter is to be done on another day in the new year.
522
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-


· Communities and Local Government-War memorials, repair and protection

· Funding for traffic wardens-more information requested
· New proposals from April 2010 for patients right to see a consultant

522
Correspondence continued

· Annual meeting Borough Council and Parish Councils 3rd December at NWBC offices

· Warwickshire Rural Housing Association Annual report

· Notice of major refurbishment at Grendon Household waste recycling centre in February 2010 (details of two week closure from 22nd Feb see website)
· NWBC Licensing applications

· WALC Training courses

· NALC Employment briefing – Age discrimination

· WALC Newsletter copied to all Councillors

· LCR Autumn issue

· Clerks and Councils Direct November 2009

· WCC Notification of Modification Order No 3 Path T34x

523
Land Registry – voluntary registration of the council’s land

A letter has been received from the land registry office regarding registering the Council’s land to enable proof of ownership.  This was discussed and agreed this would be a good idea to register and that the Clerk would find out further information for the next meeting.
524
Councillors Parish Matters Raised December  

The following were reported to the relevant authorities:-

· The grit bin at Pit Hill needs refilling – Cllr I Thomas
· Sump holes on Trinity Road need cleaning out – Cllr I Thomas
· Traffic calming humps and lines need repainting, Wood End- Cllr A Lewis
· Is the Arriva bus 767 to airport continuing in January – Cllr C Ayasamy
· Bricks on the road from Kingsbury to Dosthill – Cllr C Ayasamy
· Can the footpath around the recreation ground gate be filled? – Cllr C Ayasamy
· Problem between the gate into the field and the bridge at the entrance to Mill Crescent – Cllr M Moss
· Signpost by school has no lettering on it – Cllr M Moss
525
Meetings for 2010 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, 20th January 2010. at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.  Proposed dates for the 2010 meetings will be agreed at the January meeting.
526
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor I Thomas: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Piccadilly Community Centre – hire of room




£16.00

WCC Lifeguards for Parish Pool Sessions




£654.16

Reece Safety Products Ltd-Grit Bin 





£140.24
Central Networks disconnect supply to telephone kiosk Whateley Lane
£309.35

WCC Aquarius Club use of Pool





£1395.00

Administration Costs November





£694.88
Administration Costs December





£658.86
HM Revenue and Customs Oct-Dec costs




£837.95

Bank Balances





     31st December 2009
Current A/c








  £6,722.17
Reserve A/c








£23,168.56

Capital Reserve A/c







£10,111.02
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
