Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 19th May 2010, at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury.

All Present:
Councillors: 
B Moss (Chair), C Ayasamy, A Lewis, A Simpson, H Phillips, M Moss, A Jenns, I Thomas, J Thomas, K Giles and J Whitby
Clerk:
S Humphries

624
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors M Moss, B Moss, A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillors A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Warwickshire CAVA Local Management Committee.

· Councillors A Lewis and J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

625
Public Questions 

There were no public questions raised.
626
Minutes to be Approved
It was proposed by Cllr M Moss and seconded by Cllr A Lewis and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 21st  April 2010 are approved as a true record.  

627
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (603)
The next Steering Group meeting is due to be held just after this parish meeting so there is nothing further to report.  The parish website www.kingsburyparishcouncil.co.uk will be updated when any positive/new information is available.
628
Steps and footway into the Water Park (604)
We have been informed by WCC that when the contractor visited the site to do the scheduled work he discovered that the top flight of steps appeared to have moved sideways since his last inspection.  A site meeting was arranged and any work suspended until the subsidence problem could be looked into.  However, in the interim the contractor has installed a section of metal railings where the brook flows under the path adjacent to the flood walk.
In order to determine the cause it will be necessary to excavate a trial pit which will result in the steps being closed.  Signs will be displayed to warn the public of the closure.  More information will follow when we know the results of the excavation, but it is hoped that the necessary work to stabilise the steps can be done while the closure is in place.
629
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (605)

We are now waiting for the decision to find out if we have been successful in our bid for funding for new play equipment at the Kingsbury site.  The advisory panel of WREN will consider our application on 19th May and it will go before the Directors of the company on 24th June 2010.  We should hear the outcome by the end of June.
630
Piccadilly Play Area – gap by the ‘kissing gate’ (606) 

NWBC may be able to obtain some fencing to repair this gap for us.
631
Community Speed Watch (607)

The Community Speed Watch scheme provides an innovative solution to enable local communities to actively take control of their problem speeding areas in partnership with the Borough Council and the Police.  This is an ongoing process to collect the necessary amount of data for Sycamore Road, Kingsbury. 

632
Land Registry – Voluntary Registration of the council’s land (610)
All the necessary forms are nearly completed and the actual site size is being confirmed to enable the Land Registry application pack for Kingsbury Recreation ground, Church Lane to be sent off.

633
Signpost by school is in need of repair/re-aligning (611) 

A new sign has now been fitted.
634
Concerns regarding flooding and West Midlands Water Ski Centre (612)  

Concerns regarding the threat of flooding to properties in parts of Fazeley, Bodymoor Heath and within Kingsbury Water Park from the large earth bunds that surround the West Midlands Water Ski Centre are being looked into by the Environment Agency.  The Environment Agency has assured us that a legal process is being followed and it will be about two months before we hear any further progress updates.  This will be followed up for the July meeting.
NWBC have met with the new site owners and spoke at length about the site and they have agreed to meet with the Planning Department to go through the planning consents of the site and the limitations of these consents.  We will be updated on the outcome of this meeting. 
635
Traffic problems EMR (613)

Queues of vehicles waiting to enter EMR causing traffic problems on Trinity Road – The police have spoken to EMR regarding the traffic issues and also raised their concerns about the debris on the road.  EMR are now using a sweeper at regular intervals.  
No response was received from an e-mail sent by the Clerk asking EMR to follow up vehicles using the wrong route again and the queues of traffic causing problems.
Councillors are concerned about the amount of times that this has happened and nothing seems to be done to improve the situation despite numerous complaints to EMR.  Pedestrians some with pushchairs are having to walk in the middle of the road between the queues of traffic to get past and this is not acceptable.  The Clerk has been asked to write to EMRs Head Office and let them know of the ongoing problems with the site.
636
Quality Parish Status (614)

The scheme was launched with the aim of providing a benchmark minimum standard for Parish and Town Councils across the country.  It demonstrates a council’s ability to deliver efficient services to local residents and speak with greater authority to principal councils when seeking delegated functions which can be carried out locally.

The Clerk has briefly looked into the cost to print and deliver the newsletter that is required to send out to all residents at least once a year.  The other criteria will be worked through on an ongoing process.
637
Marking of road and speed humps in Wood End and Hurley (615)

The renewal has commenced but WCC have been advised the work is not complete.  They will ask the contractor to complete the outstanding works.
638
Wooden Bus Shelter, Kingsbury (617)
An e-mail from a resident wishing to help preserve the wooden bus shelter in Kingsbury has been received.  Councillors were keen to follow this up and look into what could be done for a small cost to repair any damage.  Councillors B and M Moss will contact the resident and report back to the next meeting when it will be discussed further.
639
Proposed Wood End Village welcome signs window box style planters (618)
A request to attach window box planters to the welcome signs in Wood End village has been received from Wood End Community Association and Garden Group.  They have the necessary funds to complete this project but need to know that they are insured and any permission has been granted.  The Clerk has got written confirmation from WCC that it is acceptable to attach the planters to the signs and that the Parish Council Public Liability Insurance will cover them in case of an accident.  A letter will be sent to the Wood End Community Association informing them that they can go ahead with the project.
640
Litter problems around the parish (619)
An e-mail has been received from a resident concerned about the amount of litter left lying around the local area.  NWBC are responsible for litter picks and the Clerk has written to the resident explaining the situation and frequency of litter picks from a response received from NWBC, what has been tried in the past and what can be done if an area is particularly bad in the future.
641
Councillors Parish Matters Raised April (620)
The following responses were received from the relevant authorities:

· Should a house with rented rooms have fire doors fitted? – Only if it is a three storey building but our concerns have been forwarded to NWBC.
· Is there any news on the lights that are needed for Piccadilly? – The light is now in place and wired up.
· Could any HGV weight limit signs be put in Whateley? – This is on an outstanding list of jobs to be looked into by WCC.  They will arrange to meet with Cllr B Moss and possibly residents to discuss the matter further.
· The Perspex is out of place on the sign at the Mill Crescent bus stop – This will be checked and repaired as necessary.
· Pot holes in Princes road opposite numbers 28 and 48 – These have been inspected and issued for repair.
642
Whateley Telephone Kiosk (621)
Residents have offered to paint the telephone box now that the parish council has adopted it.  The Clerk has now supplied them with the paint and brushes and a picture will be put on the website when the job is done.
643
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following items of correspondence at the meeting.  If any further information is required please contact the Clerk (details on the website):-


· NWBC Garden party for volunteers/voluntary groups 10th and 24th June

· Society of Local Council Clerks – CPD course on Common Land, village greens and rights of way-28th June

· WCC Highways Act 1980 adoption of private streets – Club Drive, Hurley

· Questionnaire on a proposed local history project called ‘My farming life’

· WCC confirmation of public path diversion order to footpath T49, Kingsbury

· Campaign to protect rural England AGM 4th June

· Clerks and Councils direct May issue

· WRCC leaflets on projects for the community and Best Village competition

643
Correspondence continued

· Open Spaces Society – Re-opening the gates letter

· Sycamore Road Play area consultation drop in event Tuesday 25th May 5pm – 7pm

· WCC National flood exercise planned for the whole country next March – An interest has been expressed to take part and further information will follow.
· Extended deadline for the consultation responses on the Exceptional hardship scheme for a proposed high speed line from London

644
Skip Hire for Hurley
A ‘clean up’ around Queensway for the new allotments will be undertaken as a joint venture involving the police, NWBC and local residents/groups.  Two skips will be needed for this and one is being paid for from NWBC Allotment funding but they are asking if the Parish Council would be able to fund the other skip at a reduced rate of £65.00.  This was discussed and proposed by Councillor H Phillips, seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed by all:
RESOLVED: That Kingsbury Parish agree to pay for the second skip for the clean up of Hurley at a cost of £65.00.

645
Planning Applications
There were no planning applications received this month that required any comments or responses from the Parish Council.

646
Councillors Parish Matters raised

The following items were raised with the relevant authorities:-
· Is there any chance of a dog bin for Wood End and Piccadilly? – Cllrs A Lewis/I Thomas

· Light out by 73/74 Piccadilly – Cllr I Thomas

· Path opposite EMR needs the bushes cutting back – Cllr I Thomas

· Path from Kingsbury to Piccadilly needs cutting back – Cllr M Moss

· Path needs attention at Bodymoor Heath, left hand side up to Water Park – Cllr J Thomas

· River is at a very low level is there any work going on? – Cllr J Thomas

· Rented property, St Margarets, K’bury, the wall is crumbling away – Cllr K Giles
· School staff leaving cigarette ends opposite school entrance – Cllr K Giles

· Slat missing on bench opposite K’bury School – Cllr K Giles

647
Confirmation of requests for spending money

The Clerk asked Councillors to clarify the situation when we have requests for expenditure.  They have to be on the agenda to be agreed but should there be a lower limit for this?  It was discussed and the majority agreed that all amounts should be on the agenda to be discussed.
648
Next Meeting
This will be Wednesday, 16th June 2010. at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.  

649
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor M Moss and seconded by Councillor A Jenns : 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs May






£678.65

WCC Pool Hire charges for April for Aquarius Swimming Club

(to be invoiced directly by Pool in future)




£1080.00
Bank Balances






     31st May 2010
Current A/c








£3,662.13
Reserve A/c








£30,174.78

Capital Reserve A/c







£10,114.06
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
