Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 17th March 2010, at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury.

Present:
Councillors: 
M Moss (Chair), C Ayasamy, A Lewis, A Simpson, H Phillips, B Moss, and J Whitby
Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors I Thomas, J Thomas and K Giles 
578
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors M Moss, B Moss, A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillors A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Warwickshire CAVA Local Management Committee.

579
Public Questions 

There were no public questions raised at the meeting.  

580
Minutes to be Approved
It was proposed by Cllr A Lewis and seconded by Cllr H Phillips and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 17th February 2010 are approved as a true record.  

581
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (556)
The Steering Group met for a second meeting in March.  Items raised from the initial meeting were reported on and will be further looked into.  The timetable and users will be analysed to see if better use of the pool can be made.  Options for extending were looked into but they obviously come with a cost.

It was proposed by Cllr H Phillips and seconded by Cllr A Lewis and agreed that the members of the parish council who are on the Steering group be delegated the powers to discuss the ‘parish sessions’ at the pool.  Any decision would then have to be ratified at a full Parish meeting.  The parish website www.kingsburyparishcouncil.co.uk will be updated when any positive/new information is available.
582
Steps and footway into the Water Park (557)
The contractor has promised that the work will be completed before the end of March.  
583
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (558)

With the help of North Warwickshire Borough Council the Clerk has completed the lengthy application form to apply for help with funding for new play equipment at the Kingsbury site. This was due to be completed by 17th March and the date when a decision can be expected is 1st July 2010.  The contractor amended the plans slightly for us to create some ‘natural’ play items into the design to comply with the latest ‘green’ criteria that is expected. 
It was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to NWBC for their help.
584
Piccadilly Play Area (559) 

The gap by the ‘kissing gate’ will be addressed by NWBC at the same time as they start to install the fencing at the Sycamore Road play area.  No date for this is available yet.
585
Community Speed Watch (560)

The Community Speed Watch scheme provides an innovative solution to enable local communities to actively take control of their problem speeding areas in partnership with the Borough Council and the Police.  This is an ongoing process of collecting data on Sycamore Road, Kingsbury to see if we meet the criteria for the scheme to get underway.  Councillor Ayasamy has now progressed a little further with the collection of signatures, but a total of 200 is required before it can be considered.
586
Councillors Parish Matters Raised September (562)

There are weeds coming through the footpath at the top of Wood Street – This has been inspected and a defect issued to clear the weeds.

587
Playground inspection reports (563)
One of the swings has been removed on the Church Road recreation ground because of a faulty bearing and some of the nuts need tightening.  NWBC has raised a request to get these items done for us but we do not have a date yet.
588
Community Project (565)

A date for the painting of the bus shelter in Wood End is yet to be decided.

589
Land Registry – voluntary registration of the council’s land (566)
The Clerk is now working towards completing the application pack for Kingsbury Recreation ground, Church Lane, and this will then be sent with the payment of £40.00 as previously agreed.

590
Councillors Parish Matters Raised December (567) 

The following updates were received from the relevant authorities:-

· Can the footpath around the recreation ground gate be filled? – NWBC will get this filled for us.
· Untidy piece of land between the gate into the field and the bridge opposite the entrance to Mill Crescent – It has been confirmed that County Highways are responsible for this.  Work has been carried out to remove some trees and pruning around the electricity cables.
· Signpost by school is in need of repair/re-aligning – A new sign has now been requested but we don’t know how long this will take to arrive and be fitted.
591
Concerns regarding flooding and West Midlands Water Ski Centre (568)  

Concerns regarding the threat of flooding to properties in parts of Fazeley, Bodymoor Heath and within Kingsbury Water Park from the large earth bunds that surround the West Midlands Water Ski Centre are being looked into by the Environment Agency.  The Environment Agency has assured us that a legal process is being followed which means they are unable to comment at this time but we will be informed if there is any progress to report.

Councillors asked the Clerk to check with NWBC whether the camping and caravanning at the Ski Centre has any necessary planning permission or complies with regulations and also the position with regard to the restaurant facilities.  This is being looked into by NWBC.
592 
Temporary closure of Trinity Bridge, Trinity Road 22nd – 28th March 2010 (572)
WCC Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, Section 14-Temporary closure of bridge for carriageway repairs.  Councillor I Thomas asked the Clerk to find out what measures were being put into place while the bridge was closed as local residents needed to know to make alternative arrangements.  After many telephone calls and e-mails the information and timetables for a shuttle bus were finally received a few days before the closure.  All information was put on the parish website.  
593
Councillors Parish Matters Raised February (574)
The following replies/reports have been received from the relevant authorities:

· Biffa skip lorry using Whateley Lane – Biffa will look into and deal with.
· Raised kerb stones outside Co-op Wood End – This has been reported.
· Verge in front of Wood End School-can tarmac be put down? – A reply is awaited. 

· Litter pick request Bodymoor Heath-canal bridge to Marston Island – This has been requested.
· When are Bodymoor Heath residents getting red bins? – These have now been delivered.
· Queues of vehicles waiting to enter EMR causing traffic problems on Trinity Road – The police have been asked to monitor this as it is an ongoing problem.
594
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-


· CAVA Connect newsletter

· Open Space Spring booklet and Open Day notice

· NWBC address confirmation for property
· WCC Public Path diversion order T49 Hurley
· NWBC Play development in your community event - Cllr B Moss attended
· LCR spring magazine

· Clerks and Councils Direct magazine
· WCC Highways Act 1980 Section 38 Adoption of Meadow View, Wood End and footpath linking Meadow View with the Tamworth Road

· WCC New Home Wood chipping service – details to be put on parish website
· WCC Temporary closure of B4098 Coventry Road 12/4/10

· The Care Agency-extra help or home support – Tel 08456044152
595
Clerk’s qualification

Councillors congratulated the Clerk for passing the ‘Certificate in Local Council Administration’ qualification which she had been studying for.  It is recognised by SLCC and WALC and it is advised that an increment should be given in recognition of this.  It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor H Phillips and agreed by all that:
RESOLVED: The Clerk would receive one increment on the Clerk’s pay scale for obtaining the qualification, taking her to LC2 SCP 28.  This would be implemented on the next salary cheque (April 2010).
596
Quality Parish Status

WALC have suggested that the Parish Council applies to become a ‘Quality Parish Council’ now that the Clerk is qualified as this is a requirement for the award.  Some basic requirements were discussed, some of which are already being actioned, but it was agreed to invite the Secretary of WALC to the next meeting to answer questions and explain the scheme more fully.  Councillors will be supplied with more details in time for the next meeting.
597
Councillors Parish Matters Raised March

The following will be raised with the relevant authorities:

· Pupils waiting for bus after school on Tamworth Road are causing a nuisance – Cllr C Ayasamy
· Kerbstone needs attention, entrance to Oak Tree Close – Cllr C Ayasamy

· Dog fouling-alley way leading to school and library, Kingsbury – Cllr C Ayasamy

· Marking of road and speed humps in Wood End and Hurley getting urgent – Cllr A Lewis

598
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be Wednesday, 21st April 2010. at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.  

599
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor B Moss: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs March






£834.86
HM Revenue and Customs






£814.93

Broker Network Ltd – Insurance





£604.95

WCC Lifeguard charges for pool





£572.66
WCC Club use of the pool






£4,095.00
NWBC Grounds Maintenance balance due




£138.83
Bank Balances





     31st March 2010
Current A/c








£1,574.30

Reserve A/c








£17,174.78
Capital Reserve A/c







£10,114.06
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
