Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 16th June 2010, at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.

Present:
Councillors: 
B Moss (Chair), A Lewis, A Simpson, M Moss, 
I Thomas, J Thomas, K Giles and J Whitby
Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors C Ayasamy and H Phillips
(Councillor A Jenns apologies for this meeting were left on an answer phone message but were too late to be included in the minutes for this meeting and therefore the Council could not vote on them).
650
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors M Moss, B Moss, and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillors A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Warwickshire CAVA Local Management Committee.

· Councillors A Lewis and J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillors J and I Thomas declared a personal interest in minute number 676
651
Public Questions 

There were no public questions raised.

652
Minutes to be Approved
It was proposed by Cllr A Lewis and seconded by Cllr M Moss and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meetings held on 19th May 2010 are approved as a true record.  These include the Annual meeting, the May Parish meeting and the Annual Parish meeting.
653
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (627)
The June Steering Group meeting had to be postponed as a few of the members could not make it.  It is rescheduled for 5th July.  The parish website www.kingsburyparishcouncil.co.uk will be updated when any positive/new information is available.
654
Steps and footway into the Water Park (628)
The excavation of a trial pit has now been done and the problem seems to be water erosion rather than subsidence.  The tarmac path had been laid on an inadequate sub base which has allowed water to flow under the tarmac.  The result of this has been the tilt on the steps and the crack in the tarmac.
The solution is to level the top flight of steps onto a new sub base and relay the section of tarmac path (approx 30 metres)

The path is still legally closed but due to the extensive use of the path, the surface has been reinstated so that it can be used while a quote for the work is obtained.

655
Proposed New Play Equipment-Recreation Ground, K’bury (629)

We are now waiting for the decision to find out if we have been successful in our bid for funding for new play equipment at the Kingsbury site.  Our bid will go before the Directors of WREN on 24th June 2010.  We should hear the outcome by the end of June.

656
Piccadilly Play Area – gap by the ‘kissing gate’ (630) 

NWBC may be able to obtain some fencing to repair this gap for us but there was no further information available for this meeting.

657
Community Speed Watch (631)

The Community Speed Watch scheme provides an innovative solution to enable local communities to actively take control of their problem speeding areas in partnership with the Borough Council and the Police.  This is an ongoing process to collect the necessary amount of data for Sycamore Road, Kingsbury.  It was decided that this would be taken off the minutes while the collation of data was ongoing and be raised again when there is any further information available.
658
Land Registry – Voluntary Registration of the council’s land (632)
All the necessary forms are completed and the actual site size is now confirmed to enable the Land Registry application pack for Kingsbury Recreation ground, Church Lane to be sent off.  This should take up to five weeks to be processed.
659
Concerns regarding flooding and West Midlands Water Ski Centre (634)  

Concerns regarding the threat of flooding to properties in parts of Fazeley, Bodymoor Heath and within Kingsbury Water Park from the large earth bunds that surround the West Midlands Water Ski Centre are being looked into by the Environment Agency.  The Environment Agency has recently confirmed that the Planning Team Leader and the Legal Department are still pursuing this but they are unable to give us any more information at present due to legal reasons.  Also following discussions with the Ski Centre the Environment Agency are hopeful that the problem will be addressed.
660
Traffic problems EMR (635)

Queues of vehicles waiting to enter EMR causing traffic problems on Trinity Road – The police have spoken to EMR regarding the traffic issues but Councillors have enforced their concerns to the police again about the problems as they fear there will be an accident.  The extent of disruption to traffic by lorries waiting to get onto the site is getting worse.
The Clerk has written to EMR Head Office and let them know of the ongoing problems with the site and is awaiting a response.  The police will also be writing to put their points across on the matter.
661
Quality Parish Status (636)

The Clerk has asked Councillors to let her know what items they would like to see in the first newsletter so that an outline can be produced for the next meeting.  Clarification will be obtained on whether the newsletter can contain advertisements.
The other criteria will be worked through as an ongoing process.

662
Marking of road and speed humps in Wood End and Hurley (637)

WCC have reported that they have had a few problems with the lining sub-contractor which had delayed the completion of work.  As far as WCC is aware all outstanding work has been completed.  Councillors were still concerned that some of the white and yellow lines for Hurley and Wood End were still not completed.  This will be followed up.
663
Wooden Bus Shelter, Kingsbury (638)
An e-mail from a resident wishing to help preserve the wooden bus shelter in Kingsbury has been received.  Councillors were keen to follow this up and look into what could be done for a small cost to repair any damage.  Councillors were waiting for a response from the resident but in the mean time Councillors discussed what would need repairing and a small amount of money for materials would be required.  It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor K Giles and agreed:
RESOLVED:That an amount of up to £100.00 could be used to repair/preserve the wooden bus shelter on Tamworth Road, Kingsbury.
664
Proposed Wood End Village welcome signs window box planters (639)

A letter has now been sent to the Wood End Neighbourhood Watch Association who will pass the information onto the Wood End Community Association and the Garden Group informing them that they can go ahead with the project and asking them to let us know or send a photograph in when the planters are complete so that it can be put on our website.
665
Litter problems around the parish (640)
An e-mail has been received from a resident concerned about the amount of litter left lying around the local area.  NWBC are responsible for litter picks and the Clerk has written to the resident explaining the situation and frequency of litter picks from a response received from NWBC and also what has been tried in the past and what can be done if an area is particularly bad in the future.  The police are also aware of the problems.
666
Councillors Parish Matters Raised April (641)

The following responses were received from the relevant authorities:

· Is there any news on the lights that are needed for Piccadilly? – The light is now in place and wired up.  The Clerk will ask WCC when it will be working.
· Could any HGV weight limit signs be put in Whateley? – This is on an outstanding list of jobs to be looked into by WCC.  They will arrange to meet on site with Cllr B Moss and possibly residents to discuss the matter further.

· The Perspex is out of place on the sign at the Mill Crescent bus stop – This was supposed to be checked and repaired as necessary at the end of May but is still damaged.  The Clerk to follow up.
667
Skip Hire for Clean up in Hurley (644)
A ‘clean up’ around Hurley is planned for late June as a joint venture involving the Coleshill Safer Neighbourhood Team, pay-back offenders and NWBC Street Wardens.  Two skips will be needed for this and the Parish Council have been asked and agreed to pay for one of them.
668
Planning Applications

There were no planning applications received this month that required any comments or responses from the Parish Council.

669
Councillors Parish Matters raised (646)
The following responses were received from the relevant authorities:-

· Is there any chance of a dog bin for Wood End and Piccadilly? – NWBC will try and provide one for Piccadilly as there is not one at present but as Wood End has one this may have to wait as it is not classed as a priority.
· No 8 Light out by 73/74 Piccadilly – This is still out and will be followed up as it has been reported to WCC.
· Path opposite EMR needs the bushes cutting back and also the path from Kingsbury to Piccadilly – A defect has been raised for the vegetation to be cut back off the footway by hand due to the bird nesting season.
· Path needs attention at Bodymoor Heath, left hand side up to Water Park – This will be assessed for inclusion in the slurry seal programme 2011.
· River is at a very low level is there any work going on? – No works taking place.  The levels reflect the dry weather base flow in the river which has occurred earlier than usual this year.
· Rented property, St Margarets, K’bury, the wall is crumbling away – County Highways will write to the owners of the property. 
· School staff leaving cigarette ends opposite school entrance – This has been reported verbally to the Headteacher but Councillors asked the Clerk to write an official letter to the school.
· Slat missing on bench opposite K’bury School – No cost has yet been received from NWBC to replace the slat, but it was reported that there are now two slats missing.  A cost for the repair will be followed up.
670
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following items of correspondence at the meeting.  If any further information is required please contact the Clerk (details on the website):-
· North Warks Area Committee of Parish Councils Minutes from 15th March meeting – copied to all Councillors. Also request for annual membership fee of £15.00.  It was agreed that a parish representative should attend these meetings and the annual membership fee would be paid (see accounts for payment).
· NWBC Change of postal address – 4 Sunnyside Cottages, Meadow Close, Kingsbury

· LCR Summer 2010 magazine

· Toddler cradle swing removed from the frame at Church Lane Recreation ground.  The Clerk to check with NWBC.
· WCC Warwickshire Draft Local Transport Plan 3 Consultation – information on website.
· NWBC Office of fair trading posters regarding illegal money lending and reporting loan sharks.  Information to be put on website and noticeboards.
· Parish and Town Council training days

· Legal briefing re Good Race relations

· WALC May newsletter copied to all Councillors
· Open Spaces Annual General Meeting 6/7/10 in London

670
Correspondence continued

· WCC Draft Rights of Way and Recreational Highway Strategy Improvement plan-consultation period runs until 27/8/10

· Queens award for voluntary service - nominations requested for local groups

· WCC Speeding Wastes Lives – new wheelie bin slow down stickers – information on website
· Reminder-Garden Party for volunteers/voluntary groups 24th June at the Council House

· National Flood exercise KPC has expressed an interest and are now waiting for a meeting date

· CAMHS Users.  Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services require feedback from anyone who may have used this service.  E-mail your thoughts to scrutiny@warwickshire.gov.uk 
· Play Development Meeting 16th October – Managing Risk and Funding Event

671
Volunteer Centre North Warks – Request for Funding Support
A letter has been received from the Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire asking for a donation towards their costs.  A copy of their annual report was also enclosed.  Following discussions it was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed:

RESOLVED: That a donation of £250 be given to the Volunteer Centre to help with their work in North Warwickshire.
672
Kingsbury Church - request for help with graveyard expenses

The applications for help towards the maintenance of the graveyard at Kingsbury Church has been received together with the financial records.  These were discussed and it was proposed by Councillor J Thomas and seconded by Councillor B Moss and agreed by majority:- 

RESOLVED: That Kingsbury Church be given the sum of £950.00 for help towards graveyard maintenance.

Unfortunately the Hurley Church request was not received in time to be put on the agenda and will be considered at the next meeting.
673
Accounts for 2009/2010

The un-audited accounts for 2009/2010 were circulated to all at the previous meeting so that any questions/queries could be brought to this meeting and discussed before the accounts were signed.  No changes had been made now that the Internal Auditor had completed his audit.  The audit report was circulated to all.  
It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor J Thomas and agreed by all:
RESOLVED:-That the accounts for 2009/2010 be approved subject to external audit, and also the Statement of Assurance in the Annual Return.

Following the acceptance of the accounts, the Chair signed the Statement of Assurance and the Annual Return.  These documents would be sent to the external auditor by the deadline of the end of June.

Councillor I Thomas raised the question whether a letter should be sent to the Internal Auditor prior to the audit so that he could confirm his acceptance of the conditions and charge for the audit.  This has been done when the Auditor first audited the accounts but an annual letter will be put in place in future starting with next year’s audit.
674
Clerk’s Annual Pay Review

RESOLVED: That, under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable that if any public are present that they be temporarily excluded.  This will be recorded as a separate confidential minute.
675
Anti Social behaviour - Kingsbury car park
A letter detailing concerns about Anti-Social behaviour and some possible ideas for the car parks use has been reported to the Parish Council and the Police.  This was discussed with the local PCSO and Councillors.  Measures are being taken to solve the problem by the police.  However, it was felt that the car park was well used and other ideas given were not practical.

676
Request to use extracts from parish minutes

A request has been received from Mining Heritage 2006 Piccadilly to use some extracts from old parish minutes for a book they are compiling on Kingsbury and Dexter Collieries and the villages of Kingsbury and Piccadilly.  They would need a letter to take to the Archive office to say that the Parish Council have no objections.  As minutes are made public Councillors have no objections to this as long as they acknowledge where the extracts are from.  It was proposed by Councillor M Moss and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed:
RESOLVED: That a letter be written by the Clerk to the Archive Office in Warwick giving Mining Heritage 2006 permission to use the relevant minutes and an example of the acknowledgment to be used would be given to them.
677
Councillors Parish Matters raised

The following items will be raised with the relevant authorities:-

· Broken glass/litter on recreation ground – Cllr K Giles
· Safety surface under swings   Cllr A Jenns (via e-mail)  This had been discussed with NWBC and as long as they thought it was safe to leave the swings in place we would leave it as we are waiting for the decision on the play area and it is not worth spending any money on repairs at this point in time.  If a safety issue was raised it would be discussed further.
· Do DSV/TNT provide any facilities for their drivers as lorries parking up overnight along Kingsbury Link are leaving debris on grass bank – Cllr I Thomas

· Excessive dog mess on bridge to Water Park – Cllr K Giles

· Large amounts of cigarette butts on Tamworth Road, Kingsbury opposite Trinity Road – Cllr K Giles

· Dropped kerb 37 Tamworth Road, large trucks are damaging kerb – Cllr K Giles

· Road sign covered by overgrown trees, Pear Tree Rd before Clinic – Cllr M Moss
678
Next Meeting
This will be Wednesday, 21st  July 2010. at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.  

679
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor I Thomas : 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs June






£793.40
Inland Revenue costs April-June





£777.83
Hire of Piccadilly Community Centre




£16.00
WCC Lifeguard fees for parish pool use




£371.24
Internal Auditor for 2009/2010 accounts




£125.00

North Warks Area Committee of Parish Councils (Annual membership)
£15.00

ABS Skip hire (Minute 644 May 2010)




£65.00

Volunteer Centre Nth Warks (Minute 671 June 2010)


£250.00
Kingsbury Church donation for graveyard expenses (Min 672 June 2010)
£950.00
Cheque for engraving the Chain of Office held back as invoice not received in time

Bank Balances






     30th June 2010
Current A/c








  £3,390.26
Reserve A/c








£26,678.00
Capital Reserve A/c







£10,115.07
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
