Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 17th June 2009, at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.

Present:
Councillors: 
M Moss (Chair), J Whitby, A Simpson, B Moss, A Lewis, H Phillips, I Thomas, J Thomas, and K Giles 
Clerk:
S Humphries

2 members of the public
Apologies:
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs 
C Ayasamy and A Jenns 

421
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, M Moss, H Phillips and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillors J Thomas and A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor A Lewis declared an interest in the minute concerning Hurley Church.

422
Public Questions 

The following questions/problems were raised:-
· Hazardous parking near the junction of Tamworth Road and Sycamore Road.  This was raised while the local PCSO was still in attendance.  He will report back so that this can be monitored by the police.  Also the Clerk will write to WCC Traffic section to ask if double yellow lines can be put in this area.
· Sycamore Road Play area – proposed safety fencing.  A resident updated Councillors in his quest to get funding towards safety fencing along the road by the play area.  Neighbourhood Watch have raised between £2,000 - £3,000 towards this, but the total cost could be as much as £10,000.  Councillors unanimously support this project, but pointed out that it is NWBC land and NWBC would first need to be contacted to see how much money they could put towards this project.  If there was a small shortfall then the Parish Council would consider if they could help.
It was also reported by Councillor M Moss that NWBC has now given Sycamore Road play area priority for improvement by 2010/2011, but the fencing is a separate issue and not part of the play area.
· Future of Kingsbury Pool.  A representative for residents concerned about the possibility of the pool having to close asked for support from the Parish Council.  As recently put in a press release all Councillors want to see the pool stay open for the community, but as stated the parish Council is not in a position to take over the running of the pool financially.  Some options for alternative management are still being looked into and there has been no indication of when and if the pool is to close from WCC who are responsible for the running of the pool.
Councillors discussed this further and the Clerk will contact WCC for more information.
423
Minutes

It was proposed by Cllr B Moss and seconded by Cllr K Giles and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 20th May 2009 are approved as a true record.

424
Steps and footway into the Water Park (398)

The work has still to be commenced.  This involves raising the height of the hand rail along the side of the steps, erecting a section of metal fencing at the point the path crosses the brook close to the bottom of the steps and to surface a small section of T27.  WCC have given the order to the contractor and told them to carry the work out as soon as possible.  The contractor has had health problems but any backlog of work will be given priority.
425
‘Black Path’ (400)
WCC have suggested to NWBC that chicanes are created at the two points where they leave Meadow Road and Hawthorn Avenue, Hurley so as to prevent access by motorcyclists and those using quads.  A cost has been requested for the chicanes by NWBC which is still awaited, but the Parish Clerk has received an updated quote to include fitting of £697 + VAT, with possible reductions for more than one.  It was decided to wait for NWBC to come back to us with a cost and then to discuss who should fund this and if the work should be done.
426
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (401)

Unfortunately the plan, design and costs for the proposed play area have still not been received.  It is now hoped to have the results in time for the next parish meeting.  The Clerk has not received any further pledges for part or all of the £5,500 that we need to raise as third party funding.  This is a requirement of the application for funding.  NWBC may have some money becoming available in the near future that could count towards this.  In the meantime some further letters will be sent.
427
Piccadilly Play Area (402) 

The gap by the ‘kissing gate’ left by the contractors when fitting Piccadilly play area needs blocking off.  NWBC have said that when the contractors commence work on the Atherstone project they will ask them to come and look at this to see what can be done.  We are still awaiting an answer.
428
Adoption Scheme - Red Telephone Kiosks (403)
The Adoption of the Kiosk is now complete.  BT have removed the telephone equipment and the Clerk has asked for the work on the disconnection of the power supply to be carried out at a cost of £269.00 + VAT.
429
Wood End bus stop (404)
PCSO G Scott suggested that the bus shelter could be painted by community helpers if we supplied the paint to make it look more pleasing on the eye.  He will follow this up for us and report back.
430
Community Speed Watch (408)

The Community Speed Watch scheme provides an innovative solution to enable local communities to actively take control of their problem speeding areas in partnership with the Borough Council and the Police.  We are in the process of collecting data on Sycamore Road, Kingsbury to see if we meet the criteria for the scheme to get underway.

430
Community Speed Watch continued (408)

Also the issue of speeding cars along Sycamore Road has been brought up again by residents.  WCC Road Safety Unit has responded to the Clerk’s letter and unfortunately resources are limited and work of this nature has to be prioritised in the most cost effective way.  The standard practice amongst many local authorities, including Warwickshire, is to prioritise engineering measures by targeting those sites with the highest number of collisions with personal injury.  Sycamore Road has been assessed by the engineering team and the collision history is relatively good compared to many other sites in Warwickshire.  Therefore, a greater reduction in road casualties can be achieved by targeting engineering at other sites.  WCC do work in conjunction with the police on road safety issues and the police have agreed to do some speed checks for us along Sycamore Road.
431
Councillors Parish matters raised February (409) 

· Path edges need trimming on the Church Road recreation ground – NWBC can quote for a one-off or annual trim and add it to our schedule.  NWBC have now stated that someone will go out and assess the job and let us have a cost as a matter of urgency.  It was agreed by Councillors that the Clerk would liaise with the Chair when the price was received and agree for the work to be done if the quote was acceptable. 
· Road needs attention on Tamworth Road by the Islington development following the building work–County Highways reported that the work was completed but rather than raise the bus stop slab they have put in an edging kerb to prevent mud getting onto it.  Councillor A Lewis reported that the verge is still a mess and the edging stones will not solve the problem as mud will still come down the hill and onto the bus stop area.  The Clerk will follow this up.

432
Councillors Parish matters raised March (410)

Can we look into funding to replace the bench in Piccadilly that was demolished in a car accident? – There does not seem to be any spare money from the Area Forum Fund as it is all allocated.  This was discussed and agreed that the previous bench was well used.  It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed by all:-
RESOLVED:  That the Clerk would order a new bench for Piccadilly the same as the one we recently put opposite the water park in Kingsbury.  The cost is approximately £850.00.

433
Large lorries driving through Whateley (412)
Residents are still having problems with large lorries trying to drive through the narrow roads of Whateley from the Rush Lane direction, despite the signs that have already been erected at both entrances to the village.  WCC were not convinced that a further sign positioned just past the Biffa landfill site would solve the problem but promised to discuss the matter further to see if there are any alternative ideas to be looked into.  Unfortunately WCC or the Parish Councillors can come up with any further solutions to this problem.  The only way that we can do anything is for us to have number plates/company names/times of vehicles using the route and report them to the relevant company.
434
Councillors Parish matters raised April (414)

· Tree roots are cracking up the pavement and encroaching onto gardens along Wood Street – WCC Countryside Recreation met Councillors A Lewis and H Phillips on site to discuss the problem.  The path issue has been referred to County Highways who will add it to their list of repairs.
434
Councillors Parish matters raised April continued (414)

· Can we ask WCC when the proposed changes to help awareness of speed on Hurley Common are to be implemented – It was hoped that the plans would be carried out by Spring 2009 but a major re-organisation of WCC County Highways has delayed the process.  The scheme will be completed as soon as possible.
435
Noise from EMR on Sundays (416)
A response has been received from EMR confirming their opening times and they are always closed on Sundays.  Normal working hours are Monday to Friday 7.30am – 17.00pm and Saturday 7.30am to 12.00pm. They do endeavour to keep the noise levels to an absolute minimum during operational hours especially at sensitive hours and will continue to monitor this.
Further issues were raised by Councillors that some EMR drivers were using the wrong route to and from the site and there have been numerous lumps of metal on the road particularly recently.  The Clerk will pass this information onto EMR.

436
Councillors Parish matters raised May (418)

The following responses were received from the relevant authorities:-

· The Edge Hill/Trinity Road signs have been demolished – These will be repaired shortly.
· The trees/hedges along Edge Hill are blocking the road signs – These will be cut back.
· Cars are parking in front of the houses by the school and making it difficult to see to pull out of the school drive – The police will monitor this.  County Highways cannot put bollards on this because of the verge being mowed by NWBC.
· Parking along Boulters Lane continues to be a problem – This has been passed onto the Police.
· Parking on double yellow lines in Sycamore Road and parking in the turnaround area in Elm Tree is causing problems – The police have been informed and will monitor.
437
Correspondence


The Clerk reported on the following:-

· WCC Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 Section 53-Application to upgrade public bridleway T34x to a restricted byway.  This should now be recorded as such on the Definitive Map due to historical evidence.  

· NWBC–Confirmed Road Names, Wood End Leisure Park Off Boulters Lane

· WRCC My Farming Life History Project-information in library and on noticeboards
· Open Spaces Society Annual report and booklet

· WRCC Affordable Housing for Local People –  re: Piccadilly.  It was agreed that any applications should be referred to NWBC or Waterloo Housing
· Meeting with Weinerberger 8th July 2009 at 4.30pm.  This is now confirmed.
· Public Inquiry Wrens Nest Hurley Tuesday 23rd June at 10am at NWBC offices
· North Warks Community & Voluntary Action funding workshops

438
Volunteer Centre North Warks – Request for Funding Support
A letter has been received from the Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire asking for a donation towards their costs.  It was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor B Moss and agreed:
RESOLVED: That a donation of £200 be given to the Volunteer Centre to help with their work in North Warwickshire.
439
Hurley and Kingsbury Churches - request for help with graveyard expenses

The applications for help towards the maintenance of the graveyards at Kingsbury and Hurley churches have been received together with the financial records.  These were discussed and it was proposed by Councillor I Thomas and seconded by Councillor K Giles that the same grants as last year be given:

RESOLVED: That Kingsbury and Hurley Churches be given the sum of £850.00 each for help towards graveyard maintenance.

440
Councillors Parish matters raised June

The following will be raised with the relevant authorities:
· Can NWBC provide some dog bins in Piccadilly – Councillor I Thomas
· The hedges are overgrown and are causing problems for people using the path by the bungalow opposite Kingsbury School – Councillor K Giles
· Children leaving Kingsbury School, Tamworth Road are seen smoking well before they leave the school site – Councillor K Giles

· The overgrown tree in a garden in Coventry Road is covering the Bus stop sign – Councillor M Moss

441
Clerk’s Annual Pay Review

RESOLVED: That, under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable that any public be temporarily excluded.

442
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be Wednesday 15th July 2009. at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury
443
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor I Thomas 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs June






£768.10
WCC Lifeguard fees for Pool use





£424.02
WCC Club use of Pool






£1080.00

Hire of Piccadilly Community Centre for meeting



£16.00

Inland Revenue







£636.38
H Johnson and Son – Engraving chain of office



£22.50

Kingsbury Church (minute 439 June 2009)




£850.00
Hurley Church (minute 439 June 2009)




£850.00
Volunteer Centre North Warwickshire (minute 438 June 2009)

£200.00
Bank Balances






   30th June 2009
Current A/c








  £6,912.29
Reserve A/c








£19,665.92
Capital Reserve A/c







£10,111.02
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
