Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 20th January 2010, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.

Present:
Councillors: 
M Moss (Chair), J Whitby, B Moss, C Ayasamy, A Lewis, A Simpson and H Phillips
Clerk:
S Humphries

Apologies:
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors I Thomas, J Thomas A Jenns and K Giles
527
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors B Moss, M Moss, A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Lewis declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

528
Public Questions 

There were no public questions raised at the meeting.  
See Minute545 for the progress on the flooding issues raised in last months public questions.

529
Minutes to be Approved
It was proposed by Cllr H Phillips and seconded by Cllr C Ayasamy and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 2nd December, 2009 are approved as a true record.  

530
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (509)
Following the meeting of the Cabinet on 17th December, the recommendation to keep the pool open for another year was agreed.  This will allow time for a steering group to be set up to look into funding options and running costs etc to enable the pool to remain open for the long term.  A Steering group will be formed to hopefully meet early in the new year.
The parish website www.kingsburyparishcouncil.co.uk will be updated when any further information is available.
531
Steps and footway into the Water Park (510)
WCC raised the order for the work and told the contractor to carry the work out as soon as possible many months ago.  The contractor has apologised for the delays which are due to Staff health issues and workload.  He has promised that the work will be completed before the end of March.
532
Secure Stop Gates for Hurley and Kingsbury (511)
It has been agreed to install ‘Secure stop kissing gates’ at the two points where they leave Meadow Road and Hawthorn Avenue, Hurley so as to prevent access by motorcyclists and those using quads and also in Range Way, Kingsbury leading to the Linear Park.  The gates have now been installed.
533
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (512)

NWBC have allocated £10,000 for each area forum towards projects that help to deliver the priorities set out in the Green Space Strategy.  We have applied to this fund and put in a bid for this money to help with securing further funding for the play area.  A decision is not due until early February.  

534
Piccadilly Play Area (513) 

The gap by the ‘kissing gate’ left by the contractors when fitting Piccadilly play area needs blocking off.  This will be addressed by NWBC at the same time as they start to install the fencing at the Sycamore Road play area.  

535
Community Speed Watch (514)

The Community Speed Watch scheme provides an innovative solution to enable local communities to actively take control of their problem speeding areas in partnership with the Borough Council and the Police.  This is an ongoing process of collecting data on Sycamore Road, Kingsbury to see if we meet the criteria for the scheme to get underway.  

536
New Bench for Piccadilly (515)

NWBC have taken delivery of the bench for us.  This was due to be fitted just before Christmas but the weather has delayed this.
537
Path by bridge into Water Park is washing away (516)

The path was last repaired in April 2009 and WCC feel that at present it is of a suitable standard for a public footpath in a rural setting.  If a higher standard of surface is required then it would be the Country Parks section that would have to finance and organise the work.  It was agreed to monitor this and report again if it gets worse.
538
Wooden Bus Shelter, Kingsbury (517)
As the structure is stable and not considered dangerous or unsafe by NWBC, it was decided not to plan for a replacement at this point in time.  The state of the roof space was noted but this was caused by vandalism and there are no plans to repair this at the moment.  This will be monitored for the future. 
539
Councillors Parish Matters Raised September (518)

The following responses have been received from the relevant authorities:-

· Path T68, bushes are overhanging by stile – This is to be checked to see if the work has been completed.

· Near Dexter Court there is a loose cast iron lid – County Highways have given us the contact number for residents to report this directly to STWL. 

· Weeds are coming through the footpath at the top of Wood Street – This is to be reported again.
· Stile and sign removed from Boulters Lane ref AE67 and AE68 – A new signpost was installed at Boulters Lane and waymarking was undertaken by WCCs Ranger Team.

· Car Park barrier is closed and football players are changing on the side of the road.  Football clubs are requesting changing facilities  – NWBC are in the process of preparing a brief for consultants to develop a Playing Pitch Strategy for the Borough, which will include consideration of the need for ancillary facilities.  Local clubs and the Parish Council will be consulted on these issues before anything is agreed.  Although this may take some time.

The car park was initially fitted with a barrier to stop young people driving onto it and causing a nuisance.  NWBC are currently looking into a solution for this problem.
· DSV lorries still using Whateley lanes – The Clerk has written to DSV regarding this ongoing problem and asked them to remind drivers of the correct routes.

540
Playground inspection reports (519)
One of the swings has been removed on the Church Road recreation ground because of a faulty bearing and some of the nuts need tightening.  NWBC will get these items done for us as there is only a very small cost implication.

541
Councillors Parish Matters Raised October  (520)

The following were reported to the relevant authorities:-

· Speed aware signs on Tamworth Road/Coventry Road not working – The manufacturers have been asked to take a look at them as the contractors are saying they cannot be repaired.  New ones will have to be ordered if they cannot be fixed.
· Request for a pelican crossing for Wood End – WCC have been sent the location as requested and we now have to wait for them to look into this.

· Street lights needed for Piccadilly – This is still on the improvement list but funding is a problem.  WCC and County Cllr B Moss are aware of this request.  It will have to be looked into next financial year.
· Sign covered by undergrowth, Kingsbury Link – This has now been cut back
· Soil/rubbish has been tipped in the drain opposite Wood End School – This has also been reported but is still there.  To be followed up.
542
Community Project (521)

A date for the painting of the bus shelter in Wood End is to decided in the new year.

543
Land Registry – voluntary registration of the council’s land (523)
A letter has been received from the land registry office regarding registering the Council’s land to enable proof of ownership.  This was previously discussed and agreed this would be a good idea but the Clerk was asked to find out further information.  The Clerk reported on a conversation with Land Registry and an application pack will be sent out to be completed and the cost would be a one off payment of £40.00.  It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor B Moss and agreed that:

RESOLVED: The Parish Council would register the recreation ground at Church Lane, Kingsbury to establish proof of ownership at a cost of £40.00.
544
Councillors Parish Matters Raised December (524) 

The following updates were received from the relevant authorities:-

· The grit bin at Pit Hill needs refilling – This has been added to County Highways list and will be filled
· Sump holes on Trinity Road need cleaning out – A defect has been issued for the jetter to jet all drainage Trinity Road from Piccadilly Crescent to Bridge
· Traffic calming humps and lines need repainting, Wood End- These will be included in the next available road marking programme.
· Is the Arriva bus 767 to airport continuing in January – Arriva have no plans at present to change this service
· Bricks on the road from Kingsbury to Dosthill – A sweeper attended on 2/12/09 to clear the road.
· Can the footpath around the recreation ground gate be filled? – NWBC will fill this for us.
· Untidy piece of land between the gate into the field and the bridge opposite the entrance to Mill Crescent – County Highways are looking into who is responsible for this.
· Signpost by school is in need of repair/re-aligning – This has been reported to NWBC and a reply is awaited.
545
Concerns regarding flooding (507 public question Dec 2009)  

Concern from residents from Bodymoor Heath and the Parish Council regarding the threat of flooding to properties in parts of Fazeley, Bodymoor Heath and within Kingsbury Water Park from the large earth bunds that surround the West Midlands Water Ski Centre have resulted in a meeting with residents and Councillors B Moss and J Thomas.  The Clerk has now written to the Environment Agency to convey the concerns and a response is awaited.

546
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following:-


· Support required for WCCs proposed new adventure play area, Kingsbury Water Park.  The request was for a letter of support which will be sent.
· WRCC Warwickshire’s Best Village competition

· Charity Commission annual returns-these have now been sent by the Clerk
· NWBC Change to name of property-Stonehill Barn Cottage

· RSPB request for help for the new nature reserve – to be put on the agenda for the next meeting.
· NWBC Address confirmation

· CAVA Connect Autumn issue

· Poetry competition – details put on website
· LINK Warwickshire Local Involvement Sector Group-ask the views of the community

· NWBC Play Area Evaluation forms
· LCR Winter 2009 issue

· WCC Proposed diversion-public footpath T49 Kingsbury Highways Act 1980 S119

· Clerks and Councils Direct January 2010

· Nomination for Annual Royal Garden Party-Cllr Jenns name will be put forward
· WALC Highway Maintenance Newsletter – copied to all Cllrs
· Nth Warks Area Committee of Parish Councils minutes of the AGM
547
Council Taxbase and Precept Requirements for 2010/2011
Councillors considered a report provided by the Clerk, based on current expenditure and estimated out-turn for 2009/2010.  Councillors discussed this at length and it was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor B Moss and agreed:-

RESOLVED: That an expenditure budget of £30,000 be approved for the year 2010/2011, and that the precept levy on North Warwickshire Borough Council would be £30,000. (an increase of £1000)
548
Review of Effectiveness of Audit 

A meeting is required once a year to review the accounts procedures for audit purposes.  The Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk met in January to discuss this.  The outcome was that the system of accounting and the procedures in place by the Clerk and Internal Auditor are more than satisfactory and there is no need for any changes to be made.  

549
Plaques for benches etc

The Clerk provided some figures on how much it would cost to have a plaque engraved and put onto the benches that the Parish Council has provided for the community.  Costs depend on materials used etc but range between £20 to £30 each.  
550
Councillors Parish Matters Raised January) 

The following will be reported to the relevant authorities:
· Uneven pavement in Kingsbury between Telephone box and Chip shop – Cllr C Ayasamy

· Lamp 41, Tamworth Road, Wood End out – Cllr A Lewis

· Pavements by 19-21 Wood Street, Wood End are cracked – Cllr A Lewis

· The Arriva bus timetable at the Mill Crescent stop has been vandalised – Cllr M Moss
551
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be Wednesday, 17th February 2010. at Piccadilly Community Centre, Piccadilly.  

552
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor A Lewis and seconded by Councillor H Phillips: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Wood End Village Hall – hire of room




     £14.00

WCC Aquarius Club use of Pool





£2,340.00

WCC Diving group use of pool





   £765.00

Administration Costs/expenses January




   £787.07
Photocopying charges







   £173.08

NWBC Grounds Maintenance





£2,628.46

Expenses Re CiLCA mentoring session for Clerk



     £34.58

WCC Lifeguarding fees for parish pool use




   £393.86

Bank Balances





     31st January 2010
Current A/c








£8,129.28
Reserve A/c








£20,672.26
Capital Reserve A/c







£10,113.06
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
