Kingsbury Parish Council Minutes

Meeting of Kingsbury Parish Council held on Wednesday, 21st April 2010, at Wood End Village Hall, Wood End.

All Present:
Councillors: 
M Moss (Chair), C Ayasamy, A Lewis, A Simpson, H Phillips, B Moss, A Jenns, I Thomas, J Thomas, K Giles and J Whitby
Clerk:
S Humphries

600
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

· Councillors M Moss, B Moss, A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any Borough Council issues.

· Councillor A Simpson declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Hurley Community Association.

· Councillors A Lewis and H Phillips declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Warwickshire CAVA Local Management Committee.

· Councillors A Lewis and J Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning Piccadilly Community Association.

· Councillor I Thomas declared a personal interest in any minutes concerning the Oil Depots and Piccadilly Community Association.

601
Public Questions 

There were no public questions raised at the meeting but representatives from Hurley Community Association came and explained their plans and ideas to improve the Village Hall.  Some ideas were discussed and HCA will update us with progress as the Parish Council acts as Custodian Trustees for the village hall.
602
Minutes to be Approved
It was proposed by Cllr H Phillips and seconded by Cllr B Moss and agreed by all:

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 17th March 2010 are approved as a true record.  

603
Kingsbury Swimming Pool (581)
The Steering Group are meeting regularly to discuss ways to keep the pool open for the long term.  Ways of maximising the pool use to gain the most income are being looked into and information on attendance, hourly costs etc are being analysed.  Councillors who are on the Steering Group reported that they felt more optimistic after the latest meeting.

The parish website www.kingsburyparishcouncil.co.uk will be updated when any positive/new information is available.
604
Steps and footway into the Water Park (582)
There has been no work carried out by the date the contractor had promised.  The Clerk will find out more for the next meeting.
605
Proposed Play Equipment-K’bury Recreation Ground, Church Lane (583)

We are now waiting for the decision to find out if we have been successful in our bid for funding for new play equipment at the Kingsbury site.  The advisory panel of WREN will consider our application on 19th May and it will go before the Directors of the company on 24th June 2010.
606
Piccadilly Play Area – gap by the ‘kissing gate’ (584) 

Councillors feel this should be repaired by the contractor as soon as possible, although NWBC say they will get it repaired when they get the fencing installed at the Sycamore Road play area.  The Clerk will follow this up.
607
Community Speed Watch (585)

The Community Speed Watch scheme provides an innovative solution to enable local communities to actively take control of their problem speeding areas in partnership with the Borough Council and the Police.  This is an ongoing process of collecting data on Sycamore Road, Kingsbury. 

608
Playground inspection reports (587)
NWBC has now repaired the swing unit on the Church Road recreation ground.  
609
Community Project (588)
A date for the painting of the bus shelter in Wood End is yet to be decided.

610
Land Registry – voluntary registration of the council’s land (589)
The Land Registry application pack for Kingsbury Recreation ground, Church Lane will be sent with the payment of £40.00 as previously agreed.

611
Signpost by school is in need of repair/re-aligning (590) 

A new sign has now been requested but we don’t know how long this will take to arrive and be fitted.  Further information will be requested.
612
Concerns regarding flooding and West Midlands Water Ski Centre (591)  

Concerns regarding the threat of flooding to properties in parts of Fazeley, Bodymoor Heath and within Kingsbury Water Park from the large earth bunds that surround the West Midlands Water Ski Centre are being looked into by the Environment Agency.  The Environment Agency has assured us that a legal process is being followed and it will be about two months before we hear any further progress updates.
Councillors asked the Clerk to check with NWBC whether the camping and caravanning at the Ski Centre has any necessary planning permission or complies with regulations and also the position with regard to the restaurant facilities.  This is being looked into by NWBC and a response is awaited.
613
Councillors Parish Matters Raised February (593)

The following replies/reports have been received from the relevant authorities:

· Verge in front of Wood End School-can tarmac be put down? – There are insufficient funds to tarmac this verge and County Highways are suggesting contacting the County Cllr for consideration from his budget. 

· Queues of vehicles waiting to enter EMR causing traffic problems on Trinity Road – The police have been asked to monitor this as it is an ongoing problem.  Also Cllrs reported that staff at EMR were on the road directing traffic because of the disruption they were causing.  Other issues raised regarding the traffic chaos will be followed up.
614
Quality Parish Status (596)
The Secretary of WALC was unable to attend the meeting to answer questions and explain the scheme more fully, but had sent some information to the Clerk.  Councillors were given the information and the criteria for the scheme.  It was discussed at length and decided that the parish council would start working towards the status.  Some of the criteria were already being met and others such as regular newsletters would be looked into.
The scheme was launched in 2003 with the aim of providing a benchmark minimum standard for Parish and Town Councils across the country and revised in 2006.  It demonstrates a council’s ability to deliver efficient services to local residents and speak with greater authority to principal councils when seeking delegated functions which can be carried out locally.

615
Councillors Parish Matters Raised March (597)
The following responses/reports have been received/sent:

· Pupils waiting for bus after school on Tamworth Road are causing a nuisance – This problem has been reported to the school and the police because it becomes difficult for the school to do much as it is after school finishes.  However, the culprits should be catching the bus from the school site and the bus companies have been told not to pick them up from the main road.  The police will monitor the situation.
· Kerbstone needs attention, entrance to Oak Tree Close – This has been inspected and a defect for repair raised.
· Dog fouling-alley way leading to school and library, Kingsbury – This has been reported and acknowledged by NWBC and has now been cleared up.
· Marking of road and speed humps in Wood End and Hurley getting urgent – The renewal has now commenced but not finished.  A date for the rest of the markings will be obtained.
616
Correspondence
The Clerk reported on the following items of correspondence.  If any further information is required please contact the Clerk (details on the website):-


· Proposed local Nature Reserve, Linear Park, Kingsbury.  Letter of support requested.
· NWBC Proposed High Speed Rail Route (HS2). Any contact should be with the Dept of Transport or e-mail HS2Enquiries@HS2.gsi.gov.uk  The Department of Transport website for plans and reports is www.dft.gov.uk/highspeedrail 
· WALC Newsletter March 2010 – copied to all Councillors

· WCC Rights of Way Improvement Plan requesting parish council views before the draft strategy is produced.  Councillors were concerned about public rights of way that shouldn’t have been closed or blocked in the parish.  This will be passed on.
· North Warks Playing Pitch Strategy request for information
· General Election 6th May Notices for around the parish

· WRCC Country Matters magazine

· WALC – renewal of Council Membership

· WALC Direct Information service subscription costs

· WALC Programme of training events

· WRCC Best Kept Village Competition

· WCC SpeedAware Temporary Fixed Flashing Signs

· NHS Trust – Public Engagement Strategy consultation

· NWBC Safer Neighbourhoods contact details-see website for details
· Communities and Local Government – The Big Lunch 18th July 2010
· Warwickshire History, the Journal of the Local History Society

· Hurley Fun Day 24th April. Information will be displayed/delivered to houses
· A new tree has been planted along Wood Street to replace the dead one
617
Wooden Bus Shelter, Kingsbury

An e-mail from a resident wishing to help preserve the wooden bus shelter in Kingsbury has been received.  Councillors were keen to follow this up and look into what could be done to repair any damage.  Cllrs B and M Moss will meet with the resident and report back to the next meeting.
618
Proposed Wood End Village welcome signs window box style planters

A letter asking for permission to attach window box planters to the welcome signs in Wood End village has been received from Wood End Community Association and Garden Group.  They have the necessary funds to complete this project but need to know that they are insured and any permission has been granted.  The Clerk will look into whose insurance covers this and report back to the next meeting.
619
Litter problems around the parish

An e-mail has been received from a resident concerned about the amount of litter left lying around the local area.  NWBC are responsible for litter picks and the Clerk will find out how often these are carried out.  Councillors share the concerns and a reply will be sent to the resident explaining the situation and what has been tried in the past.
620
Councillors Parish Matters Raised April

The following items were reported to the relevant authorities:

· Should a house with rented rooms have fire doors fitted? – Cllr K Giles
· Is there any news on the lights that are needed for Piccadilly? – Cllr I Thomas.  The County Councillors budget has been used up to help mend the numerous pot holes after the bad winter.

· Could any HGV weight limit signs be put in Whateley? – Cllr B Moss

· The Perspex is out of place on the sign at the Mill Crescent bus stop – Cllr M Moss

· Pot holes in Princes road opposite numbers 28 and 48 – Cllr A Lewis

621
Whateley Telephone Kiosk

Residents have offered to paint the telephone box now that the parish council has adopted it.  The Clerk has supplied them with the necessary guidelines and investigated the correct paint to use.  It was proposed by Councillor B Moss and seconded by Councillor A Lewis and agreed by all:
RESOLVED: The parish council would purchase the paint and a couple of brushes for painting the telephone kiosk at Whateley at a cost of £38.44.

622
Next Meeting to include Annual Parish meeting
The next meeting will be Wednesday, 19th May 2010. at Kingsbury School, Kingsbury starting at the earlier time of 6,00pm, with the Annual parish meeting starting at approx 7.30pm.  

623
Accounts for payment 

It was proposed by Councillor H Phillips and seconded by Councillor A Lewis: 
RESOLVED: That the accounts listed below be approved for payment.

Administration Costs April






£678.85
Hire of Village Hall for meeting





£14.00
WALC Annual subscription






£901.00

Paint for Telephone Kiosk (minute 621 April 2010)



£38.44
Quality Parish Status (cheque for £58.75 cancelled as payment only due when all

paperwork is ready to send in to be assessed)
Bank Balances





     30th April 2010
Current A/c








£735.45
Reserve A/c








£32,174.78
Capital Reserve A/c







£10,114.06
Signed _____________________________

Dated ____________________
